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An analytical study of the concept of Sathpaththini associated with Kiri
Amma Danaya in Sinhala society

Abstract

In the past, the Sinhalese people followed various rituals for the prosperity of the agricultural
industry and to rid of multiple evils, dangers, side dangers, and diseases that befall themselves
or their families. A group of rituals or religious customs associated with this are seen even
today in Sinhala society. One such method of behavior is Kiriamma Daana, which is still
practiced today in the Sinhala society with the participation of only the mothers, with the
Paththini deva faith or Paththini offering as the main. Mainly the Goddess Pattini is
worshipped in this event. Hence this can be called a Patthini Pooja. The research problem of
this study is who are Paththini and Kiriamma? How is Kiriamma concerned with Paththini's
faith? It is to inquire as to what is the reason why this practice called Kiriamma Danaya or
ritual is important to the Sinhalese society. A qualitative methodology was followed for this
research. The specialty of this research is to fill the gap of lack of in-depth research on the
interrelationship of Kiriamma Danaya and Satpaththini faith the existence of many studies
done from different perspectives on Kiriamma’s and Paththini faith. This research is based on
the field study and library surveys. In the field study, the Hambantota district of the Southern
Province was prioritized, where this pacification was observed and interviews were conducted
with the participants. The secondary sources were used to understand what are the rituals
related to Goddess Pattini, Kiriamma danaya done in different parts of Sri Lanka previously
and how do Kiriamma relate to the Paththini faith? It was also possible to inquire about what
purpose Kiriamma Danaya is important for the Sinhala society. Through this research, the
beliefs and belief systems of the Sinhalese people and the social values of the associated
customs and their scientific basis were identified. In other words, due to the conduct of this
ritual, it was possible to understand how these sacred customs lead to the formation of a
peaceful society by creating harmony within the family unit and the creation of peaceful

people and to confirm how it has led to the well-being of the society.
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